The Threepenny Opera, musica drama in a prologue and three acts 
by Kurt Weill, text by Bertolt Brecht, in a translation by Ralph 
Manheim and John Willett, music direction by Stanley Silverman, 
directed by Richard Foreman, Roy Brocksmith as The Ballad Singer, 
Raul Julia as Mack the Knife, C. K. Alexander as Jonathan Peachum, 
Ellen Greene as Jenny Towler, Elizabeth Wilson as Mrs. Peachum, 
Caroline Kava as Polly Peachum, David Sabin as Tiger Brown, Blair 
Brown as Lucy Brown (Vivian Beaumont Theater, Orchestra L 207) 


GIVE AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN UNTO YOU in Soho London at the begin- 
ning of the twentieth century Die Dreigroschenoper a work of art 

the subject of which is the creation of art at the conclusion of 

the third act Mr. Peachum announces to the audience that the play 
will leave the stage and enter the historicity of empirical reality: 
"Dear audience we are now about to hang him (Mack the Knife)...This 
is opera not life...Qnce again reality is whitewashed...Enter the 
royal messenger with good news..." an explicit announcement within 
the context of the work of art that the boundaries between the 
revised world of the art object and the unrevised world of empirical 
reality are about to be abolished the dialectical perspective of 

the spectator is no more the ontological integrity of the art object 
is no more the spectator participates for all intents and purposes 
in the writing of the final moments of the art object enter the 
royal messenger (the implied needs desires aspirations of the 


triangular perspective is momentarily shattered the spectator's 


belief up to the moment when Mr. Peachum makes his announcement 

that the play will leave the stage that that which is taking place 
on stage is at the same time real and not real is at the same time 

a representation of reality and not a representation of reality 

is broken the spectator is forced to contemplate the form the 

medium in and through which the content the message of the aesthetic 
object is conveyed the spectator prior to the final curtain is forced 
to acknowledge that that which has taken place that that which is 
taking place is fictive is a representation of reality Die Drei- 
groschenoper a work of art the subject of which is the creation of 
art a work of art about deception/deceiving/deceivers/the deceived 
figuratively a work of art about deception/deceiving/deceivers/the 
deceived literally "It takes artists these days to pluck at people's 
heart strings" says Mrs. Peachum in Soho London at the beginning 

of the twentieth century at the time of the Coronation of Edward VII 
DO NOT PERSECUTE WRONGDOERS T00 MUCH/GIVE AND IT SHALL BE GIVEN UNTO 
YOU here in Soho London on the feast day of Saint Anthony of Padua. 





(Vivian Beaumont Theater: 6-13-76) 





